
Sir John Offley C.E. (CV) Primary School 
‘With God, all things are possible’ 

Geography – Key Questions 2021-2022 
 
Year 1 
 
Topic 1: Where is Madeley? (Where We Live) 

• What is the name of our village? (Madeley) 

• What is the name of our country? (England) 

• Which villages/towns are near us? (Keele, Newcastle-Under-Lyme, Crewe) 

• What can we find in our village? (Pool, shops, restaurants 

• What are the human geographical features? (Pool, trees) 

• What are the physical geographical features? (Shops, houses, school, church etc) 
 
Topic 2: What are the Seasons? 

• What is weather? (the state of the atmosphere in a place at a specific time) 

• Where will I find weather? (outside) 

• What are the different types of weather? (sunny, cloudy, rain, snow etc) 

• Can we observe weather? (Yes, by going outside, looking through windows etc). 

• What have we observed about weather? 

• Why does weather change? (Daily changes are due to wind and storms. Seasonal 
changes are due to the Earth revolving around the Sun). 

• What are the seasons? (Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter) 

• What is the weather like during the different seasons? (autumn and winter – colder, 
spring and summer – warmer) 

• Why do we have seasons? (how the earth goes round the sun) 

• What is the weather like in different parts of the country? (North – cooler, more rain, 
cold winters; South – warmer, light rain, mild winters) 
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Geography – Key Questions 2021-2022 
 

Year 2 
 
Topic 1: What are continents and oceans? (All Around The World) 

• What is a country? (area of land controlled by government) 

• What is a continent? (large area of land with lots of countries) 

• What are the seven continents? (Asia, Africa, Antarctica, Europe, North America, 
South America, Oceania) 

• What are the five oceans? (Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Southern, Arctic) 

• What is an example of countries on each continent? (China, Nigeria, France, USA, 
Mexico) 
 

Topic 2: What will we see on our journey around the World? 

• Where is the UK? (In north-west Europe. It is made up of England, Wales, Scotland 

and Norther Ireland) 

• Where is Madeley? (In England in the county of Staffordshire) 

• Which continent is it in? (Europe) 

• What is it like where we live? (Lots of fields and grass, houses and shops. There are 

villages (Keele, Betley) and towns (Newcastle-Under-Lyme, Crewe) nearby) 

• What is it like living by the sea? (There are cliffs, beaches, harbours, ports and 

coastlines. There are villages, towns and cities). 

• What is it like to live in a rainforest? (Warm and wet climate, lots of plants and trees, 

lots of different animals e.g., parrots, lizards, different insects, snakes) 

• What is it like to live in a dry place? (Not much rain, hot, dusty, may be deserts, not 

many green plants 

• What is life like in a large city? (Lots of buildings, lots of people, not much open 

space, lots of shops and entertainment) 

• How are these places similar and different to Madeley?  
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Geography – Key Questions 2021-2022 
 

Year 3/4 
 
Topic 1: How is land used in the UK? 

• What are the different types of land in the UK? (urban and rural) 

• Which types of land are near to us? (rural) 

• What does urban mean? (areas with buildings, towns and cities) 

• What does rural mean? (areas with fields and countryside) 

• How is rural space used in the UK? (agriculture, forestry, coastal, freshwater, 
protected land) 

• What are the different types of farming in the UK? (arable, dairy, sheep, mixed) 

• Why are different farming types used in different places? (sheep are used in higher 
land in the north e.g. mountains, as they can survive on the little amount of food 
that grows there. Arable is mainly in the south and east, where land is flatter with 
good soil). 

 
Topic 2: How are rivers formed and why are they important? (Raging Rivers) 

• What happens during the water cycle? (evaporation, condensation, precipitation, 
collection, ground runoff) 

• What are evaporation, condensation, precipitation, collection runoff and 
transpiration? (evaporation – water turning from liquid to vapour; condensation – 
water turning from vapour to liquid; precipitation – water falling to earth from 
clouds as rain, snow, hail; collection – precipitation collected by rivers, lakes or 
oceans; ground runoff –precipitation not absorbed by soil; transpiration – 
evaporation of water from plants) 

• What is the difference between an ocean, sea and a river? (ocean – huge body of 
water; sea – body of water smaller than ocean; river – flowing body of water) 

• What are the different features of a river? (source, tributary, confluence, levee, 
meander, channel, delta, estuary, mouth) 

• How and where does a river start? (High in the mountains and hills, rain that doesn’t 
soak into the ground/snow that melts runs downhill due to gravity) 

• What is erosion and deposition? What effect do they have on a river? (erosion – 
wearing away of rock and soil; deposition – river drops material it has been carrying. 
As a river flows quickly, it erodes more of the land and creates a channel. As it slows 
down, it deposits material). 
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Geography – Key Questions 2021-2022 
 

Year 5 
 
Topic 1: How are European capitals similar and different? (Contrasting Capitals) 

• What are some of the capital cities around the world? (London, Paris, Washington 
D.C., Tokyo, Beijing, Delhi) 

• What are some of the capital cities in Europe? (London, Paris, Madrid, Moscow, 
Oslo) 

• Which countries are these capital cities in? (England, France, Spain, Russia, Norway) 

• Which continent are the capital cities in? (Europe) 

• What are some of the human geographical features of these cities? (landmarks e.g. 
Eiffel Tower, tourism, skyscrapers/buildings) 

• What are some of the physical geographical features of these cities? (mountains, 
rivers, coasts) 

 
Topic 2: Which countries are in South America and how do they compare to the UK? 
(South Of The Border) 

• Where is South America? Is it a country or a continent? (a continent in western and 
Southern hemisphere) 

• What is the equator? (circle of latitude that divides the Earth into the northern and 
southern hemisphere) 

• Which hemisphere is South America in? (western/southern) 

• What is the climate/weather in South America? (wet /, hot and humid) 

• What kind of biomes are in South America? (tropical forest, desert, savannah, 
temperate grassland) 

• Which countries are in South America? (Brazil, Colombia, Argentina, Peru, 
Venezuela, Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay, Guyana, Suriname) 

• Which languages do the people speak in South America? (Spanish, Portuguese, 
English, French, Dutch, native languauges) 

• What are some of the cities in South America? (Brasilia, Bogota, Buenos Aires, Lima, 
Caracas) 

• Are there any rivers or mountains in South America? (Amazon river, Rio de la Plata, 
Andes mountain range) 

• What are some of the human geographical features in South America? (cities, 
landmarks). 

• What are some of the physical geographical features in South America? (rainforest, 
rivers, mountains) 

• What is life like for people in South America? (diverse – some wealthy and poor 
areas, some very traditional tribes still in the Amazon rainforest) 
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Geography – Key Questions 2021-2022 
 

Year 6 
 
Topic 1: What is a developing country? 

• What is a developing/third world country? (industry in the country is less developed 
and has a poor quality of life) 

• What is a developed country? (industry in the country is well developed and there is 
a high quality of life) 

• How can you work out if a country is a developing country? (low human 
development index) 

• Where are some developing countries in the world? (Bangladesh, Botswana. Haiti, 
Cambodia) 

• What are some of the features of developing countries? (limited opportunities, 
lower life expectancy, widespread poverty)  

• What are conditions like (e.g. living situations, pollution etc.) in developing 
countries? (high levels of pollution, lack of clean drinking water)  

• What is life like for people in developing countries? (undernutrition, low levels of 
education, lower life expectancy, poor hygiene, products not traded fairly, corrupt 
governments) 

• How could we help to improve developing countries? (trading fairly, charitable 
donations, improving education, improving hygiene and sanitation) 

 
Topic 2: What’s it like in Mexico? (Maravilloso México) 

• Where is Mexico? (South of North America) 

• Which continent is it in? (North America and sub-continent of Central America) 

• Which hemisphere is it in? (Western hemisphere) 

• What is the climate/weather in Mexico? (Warm summers and cool winters, very hot 
by the coast, dryer and more temperate inland) 

• What kind of biomes are in Mexico? (chaparral, desert, temperate rainforest) 

• Which languages do the people speak in Mexico? (Spanish, various indigenous 
languages) 

• What are some of the cities in Mexico? (Mexico City, Tijuana, Guadalajara_ 

• Are there any rivers or mountains in Mexico? (Rio Grande, Nazas River,  
Pico de Orizaba, Popocatépetl) 

• What are some of the human geographical features in Mexico? (Cities, Mayan and 
Aztec structures) 

• What are some of the physical geographical features in Mexico? (Canyons, 
peninsulas, mountains, deserts, forests, coastlines) 

• What is life like for people in Mexico? (Some places are very urban and modern with 
big cities and lots of factories, some places are more rural and rustic with a focus on 
farming) 


