
 

Sir John Offley CE (VC) Primary School 

Geography Policy 

‘Everyone matters, every day counts’ 

 

Purpose of study    

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the 

world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip 

pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and environments, together with a 

deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their 

growing knowledge about the world helps them to deepen their understanding of the interaction 

between physical and human processes, and of the formation of landscapes and environments. 

Geographical knowledge provides the tools and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features 

at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. National Curriculum 2014   

Geography and the National Curriculum Geography is a National Curriculum foundation subject.  

The programme of study outlined in the long-term planning make up the content of the school’s 

geography curriculum.  All children are entitled access to the programmes of study at a level 

appropriate to the needs of the individual child. The knowledge, skills and understanding in the 

programmes of study identify the aspects of geography in which children make progress:  

 Geographical enquiry and skills.  

 Knowledge and understanding of places.  

 Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes.  

 Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development.  

National Curriculum  

In Key Stage 1, Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their 

locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and 

physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to 

enhance their locational awareness.    

In Key Stage 2, Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to 

include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location 

and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They 

should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their 

locational and place knowledge. 

Planning  
Modules will be planned in line with the national curriculum and will allow for clear progression. 

Modules will be designed to enable pupils to achieve stated objectives. Pupil progress towards 

these objectives will be recorded by teachers as part of their class recording system. Staff will 

follow medium term plans with objectives set out in the national curriculum and use the same 



format for their weekly planning sheet. A minority of children will have particular teaching and 

learning requirements which go beyond the provision for that age range and if not addressed, 

could create barriers to learning. This could include all groups of children – SEN, EAL, more and 

most able. Teachers must take account of these requirements and plan, where necessary, to 

support individuals or groups of pupils to enable them to participate effectively in the 

curriculum and assessment activities. During any teaching activities teachers should bear in mind 

that special arrangements could be made available to support individual pupils. This is in line with 

the school inclusion policy. These children should be identified and discussed at pupil progress 

meetings to ensure appropriate provisions or interventions are put into place. 

Monitoring and evaluation  
The subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the children’s work and the 

quality of teaching in line with the schools monitoring cycle. This may be through lesson 

observations, book trawl of looking at other data for the subject. The subject leader is also 

responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of Geography, for being informed about 

current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the 

subject in the school.  

 

Pupils with special educational needs 
In order to ensure that children with special educational needs achieve to the best of their 

ability, it may be necessary to adapt the delivery of the History curriculum for some pupils. We 

teach Geography to all children, whatever their ability. Through the teaching of Geography we 

provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting 

suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Additionally as part 

of our dyslexia friendly approach to teaching and learning we will use adapted resources 

wherever possible such as visual timetables, different coloured backgrounds and screen 

printouts.  

 

Equal opportunities  
Sir John Offley CE (VC) Primary School will ensure that all children are provided with the same 

learning opportunities regardless of social class, gender, culture, race, disability or learning 

difficulties. As a result we hope to enable all children to develop positive attitudes towards 

others. All pupils have equal access to History and all staff members follow the equal 

opportunities policy. Resources for SEN children and more/most able will be made available to 

support and challenge appropriately. 

 

 

 

Resources 

Children will have access to a variety of resources to aid their learning that include; atlases, 

maps, photographs (including aerial), compasses, measuring equipment, books and games.  

 

 



 

 Policy Agreed By:_____________________  Chair of Governors 

 

 Signed By:__________________________ Head teacher 

 

 Date: Sept 2016 

 Review Date:  Sept 2018 

 
 Sir John Offley CE (VC) Primary school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 

children and young people/vulnerable adults and expect all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. 

 


