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At Sir John Offley, we strive to provide meaningful experiences that not only give learning a 

context and wider meaning, but also engage and challenge our children. Our expectations of 

every child are high and we expect them to make the best possible progress whatever their 

background or circumstance.  

 

The critical purpose of feedback and marking is to provide constructive feedback to every 

child in order to move learning forwards.  

 

This has the key elements of:  

 

 Highlighting and celebrating success  

 Supporting improvement against the learning objective 

 Identifying next steps in learning  

 Enabling children to become reflective learners  

 Closing the gap between current and desired attainment 

 

Aims 

Marking and feedback procedures should: 

 

 Be manageable for teachers. 

 Be accessible to children. 

 Involve all adults working in the classroom. 

 Indicate the level of support or feedback using stamper, in all subjects apart from 

English and Maths e.g. teacher assisted. 

 Indicate when verbal feedback has been given (VF). 

 Be written following the school’s handwriting policy. 

 Red pen used for intervention marking in lesson. 

 Purple pen used outside of the lesson to include specific comments relating to the 

learning objective, prior learning, basic skills and achievements including smiley faces. 

 Include moving on comments which are written in purple and point out next steps to 

extend learning, examples of what is expected should be given. 

 Double ticks can be used where appropriate for particular words or punctuation that is 

in the success criteria. 

 Include circling letters (ability appropriate) to show where punctuation is needed 

 Give children time to act on developments/questions (using a green pen from Year 2 

up.) 

 Use crosses and ticks in Maths 
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 In other subjects e.g. topic/science mark to the learning objective but also comment 

on basic skills 

 Inform future planning and individual target setting 

 

Early Years 

Will follow the above using red at the point of learning and purple to celebrate 

achievements. 
 

 

In depth marking (outside of the classroom) 

Not all pieces of work can be marked in depth. Teachers need to use their professional 

judgement to decide whether work will be simply acknowledged, or given detailed attention. 

The emphasis in marking should be on both successes against I can statements and 

improvements which need to be made. A focused comment should help the child progress to 

the next level e.g. next step comment / verbal feedback. 
  

 

Learning objectives 

I can statements should be displayed on each piece of work in children’s books. They can be 

printed out on labels, with the short date for Maths, and the long date for other subjects. 

 Labels for English, Maths and Science are to be printed in black ink.  

 Labels for History based sessions are to be printed in brown ink.  

 Labels for Geography based sessions are to be printed in green ink.  

 Labels for Art & Design and Design & Technology based sessions are to be printed in 

blue ink.  

 

Pupil Responses 

Pupils should always respond to teacher feedback. Teacher prompts should encourage pupils 

to respond by applying the skill learnt e.g. where a skill has been practised, the pupil 

response should be the application of the skill. 

 

Basic Skills 

Spelling, punctuation, grammar etc. should not be asked for in every piece of narrative 

writing, because children cannot effectively focus on too many things. However, a secondary 

comment should be added re: basic spelling of key words, punctuation, handwriting and any 

features that may improve the writing, as appropriate. Application of phonics skills should be 

high focus throughout key stage 1. 
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Review Date:  January 2019 
Sir John Offley CE (VC) Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 

and young people/vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  

 


